iTivaic investigator william 11. (Joo) I’oopcr was 
murdered because he was very close to proving that 
persons in the U.S. defense and intelligence communities 
conspired to kill President John V. Kennedy. 

That is the contention of those who knew him best — bis 
friends, relatives and even some persons who became 
targets for bis unrelenting investigation. 

Cooper devoted 10 years of his life to trying to solve the 
Kennedy assassination mystery. During the past year, he 
became a valued TATTLER source. Two exclusive 



TATTLER articles were based 
by Cooper. 

lk» was shut lo do.'itli in the 
bedroom of his Baton Kongo, l^i., 
apart meat on Oct. lfi. After one 
week of hi vindication, th« Hunt 
Baton Kongo Parish I County) 
Sheriff’s Department ruteil his death 
a suicide. However, thn thief in- 
vest! gator in tlie ease .said ojH iily 
that the ruling, w:u§ “a matter of 
convenience** because “vie don’t 
know what happened.” 

“We had to rule it something, " 
Sheriff’s Sgt. Robert J. Shortens told 
TATTUttt. “Our only choices were 
accidental, suicide or homicide.” 

Cooper was found shot in the face 
in Ida bed at 7:.’ it) a.m., an Knglisb- 
uiatle, .33 -cmIIKt revolver renting 
by bin left side. Cooper was rig.ht- 
banded. 

According to Sgt. ShorftvsK* own 
report, it would have been Im- 
possible for Cooper to commit 
Miicidc. 



on information provided 



meu in I.ouiiana. V/hen in- 
bTvlewvd. bod; ‘ lid Ihoy are ««•»- 
viiu ert ti»* offer was aimed .it 
gniv tiling a menus of ohcujh} for 
K«*m d. *s us- o. f in*. 1’hev said thev 
turned town the off-.-r. 

i'oojur a!:*i» iimuunil evidence 
unking high-ranking U.S. Navy 
oihei ils with ke\ assassination 

bf’iui-a. 

I »V4- d,:v*. bcf.in* Ms death. lie 

U.” !b r WTIMi T •; .1 14T 

o «■•!* i *' e. ; v.v . * ! -;<•* 
out inn i::.':o a:::Ui*,i to* \ ,*,| itU- 
i . bear »»«j I i I* • *ry dad a 
t ,.»»*> tu ' !! i’ic.Y. .:i K»*i|. 
dv w.js l; 4 i|i -!\cil iti r.uta. 



10 DO so, hi* would have had to 
accomplish the following unlikely 
feats: 



After placing the barrel to Ids 
right check and pulling the trigger, 
he would have had to wipe all funds 
friitti the weapon, take the gun »u ids 



left baud, place it nit the bed, in* 
hack ami pull the covers over 
himself - nil before he died. 

The rononrh; rt g«.rt ied icnV L 
dt .i th y. s tn: i.eh aa ns . m iii 

TiTiUe t i» ile* 1 Mi,4. mui*f 

tpicahui'i is why V’ooprr would have 
gotten on! of bed and rimed a pnt of 



cot fee water on a kit'.’h' a burner it 
he intended to go Ivu k to the 
tM*drumn ar.d kill him « It. 

Cooper, jt), had .supplied TAT* 
i1.!vlt with Itifornudimi two 
men, one a *>ib»t, wen uffeivd 
y.0,0?:n each to fly two ruidenuUed 
ni4‘t; from Dallas to South America 



on the day Kenned j was murdered 
Th4* detective assisted this 
reporter last summer in tracing llu 



By JOHN MOULDER 

Of thn T.itr/cf Stuff 



Till? DAY KF.FOUE COtlPKU 
was killed, a letter and a packet of 
information mailed by him arrived 
in TATH. Fit’s 4iffi<*e. Included in 
the package was a report, copies of a 
number <if government documents, 
letters and other supporting 
eviilen.ee. Before this reporter had a 
chance to discuss the information 
with (’oop 4 *r, he was ik*ad. 

The marceial i:-: being analyzed for 

us4 in future ai ticles. 

S; • l. Mb«>rt* .*>■ told TATVI JOR there 
was no apiKirtihl motive b>r Cooper, 
to commit suicide. 

The last time he talked to this! 
reporter, he was in excellent spirits. | 

On Monday and Tuesday before 
Cooper's deuth, he had been with his 
son-in-law, Jesse Jar au. 

T!e was in extremely high 
spirit V said Jartau. “The night 
before he was lulled, lie cooked some 
fmul and brought it e\er to my wife 
and I." (Cooper jari* K -.1 himself as a 
gnuiiiu t chef.) 

Cooper's wife. Uhlm, was in the 
apnrlm«*nl when her '..u.J»;;mI died. 
Ac* n« «Hag t» nnlhont.es, i : not a 
mi pci l ill his death, i ;;oj cr had no 
bn insurance. Th tr marriage 
■ shfeutly w.is a h- pity ««u\ in- 
vestigiilurs told TA tYLKit. 

Mrs. Coop.T Si. i»l a her (’<•♦ per had 
{Hit coJ\h waUr «>*i '.ho stove ar.d 
returoetl If* bed. slu 1 gu up, went to 
the kitchen and then to the 
bathroom. 

Wlc‘ 1 . . Is* heard a .(A, she ill ti«:d 
hi the l;: ri*m:i nd found her 
hi:: b; lid d* . 1 IS*; b«*ut »ioor cf the 
apartment was uj • It had been 
kM'keit tlu* night b I* re. 

Sgt. ShiiTfe.ss tai l TATH «KK a 
kdt* r *Mile luivt vb.it Coom*»- then 



concealed inn *.:<• II in a closet and 
escaped during II »«• hysteria nf Mrs. 

( ’ixijmt and a who was 

also awakened by II in shot. 

“TlIKUft < 0111.0 IIAVK A I. SO 
ljtn*i» a cwusph ary," S f *t. ShortesM 
.said, "and Cooper (may have) I mat 
thrm hi the punch by killing him- 
self.” 

"Hut he knew e nough ahnut guns 
that hr would have shot himself in 
the temple, M Shorten said. 

Cooper had been a policeman In 
Baton Rouge for 10 years. He also 
serves I on police forces in Florida 
c ities. In Baton Umtge, hr was once 
named outstanding polic eman of the 
year.*’ 

liis tel low officers recall that he 
had an uncanny knack for details. As 
a policeman, this was reflected in 
many ways. Bcs-air.c of a hunch, he 
once arrested one of tin* FBI’s 10 
most wanted fugitives. 

This peculiar Knack fur detail led 
reaper <m a rieradc-lr.ng In- 
vestigation id the assassination of 
iBresidcidKcuin^ 

1 (Tatgurr pursued a theory' that 
I Kennedy's assassination was 
| planned aboard .i Naval niremit 
carrier, Shaugrl l.a. rinring n 
pleasure c*rr.C.a* in August, lOiT 
three niouBis before Kennedy was 
shot to death hi Dudas on Nov. 22, 

[’o(.j..T, then a pidiceinnn in Fort 
Wolhm. Fin., sought information 
from the Navy Department oliout 
the pn i !e on the crubc. Hr was 
never able to obtain the identities ol 
two men aboard the sship. When he 
pursued the issue - ..n investigation 
into what was holly hex Md as a 
routine! juakel - lie was visited by a 
Naval intelligence officer who 
d« -n winded to Know why Cooper was 
InitYUSUKl. 

CHlHT.It, A WOULD WAR li 
NA\ AL hero who received a 
pi esideutial citation, furnished 
TATTl.F.K with the tip; that led te 
•me >>( toe most hfcnrr* revelation.' 
in the wake of toe kemu.'dy tragedy : 
Two men v.crc offered a large sum 
of n mi !* ■_» to ilv — no ipu turns nuked 
- two tr.y >ter> men from Dallas h 
South America cm the day 

Kennedy v.. .« murdered, 

One of lot u* men. Billy Kemp, 
who lives at Clinton, hi., coiiflrntc'd 
the d. (ails to ibis reporter. He said 
to* lent alwavs fell that the nru nosed 




POLICE F^UflD Joa Cooper in this posit^n, with Ok death 
weapon lying by his loft ssda. Coopt:r, who was right-handed, died 
from s bullet th,rt witered Ills light check (arrow) and lodged in hia 
brun, Ti.*i nun, wiped clean of finuarpiints was found ly ing on on 
unr. r -r b rt Hw illustration offers graphic proof Cooper conld not 
hwr t r * n h s s own lifo. 



TA'ITl .1'.B , s.. '.I he h ol t unit'd tl.u* 
lie* law • r, l 'o»de li * lie i h;s| im.« i 
im l villi !m’I *•>, I* .i.l I*., trie ami a 
tfa’rd a; ii. Ferrs* w; n m tjor 
figure lit Niv <h leans Hist, .Vty, 
i (» !•'. ; • ;’s hive, ’igaljnn of the 
it sjeo binli u. 

V/* t.or coni a nice! the »ii<», ig; ; ha 
TATTI>FU !u* explained chat it i.u 
held in til.* early Liiiftg. before 
th*' Bay *.f J 'u; * iuv.c !».* ml I!;, 
litre e no n wauVil to ;»r . r a |i,,m 
to buy a l.u »;e ,,j • . } ,t l i.iuvs ti- hi 

dc!i.*'ivd tn t ,'txls;*. Toe t r 
never rcjuv.s vi:. d the ;r 

I ho venture. 

“The rV; I dUiift CUIlie lilt,' ll* 

-a I 1 

s;:». FI art* . told TATI LKK the 
f'kird » m V.ekcr naiuvd i:» now 
nadir ft '.oral indictment for ur 
f r rr • involving a phinvlnud uf 
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trip was to be si escape route for 
lienm th' ' 

Kemp I 1 oi it told anvil. i'i 
ahold the * * I.tv p;ot).i:. I C*avr»{ a 

close relate, I hi:, partner in tlv* 
yrofiVred vrnh*re. 

Ki tnp'’ : ♦ .* *u Ibe % culture 1* a 

Itaieu IN* * hi* I kwi.ijiu. 'lr * 

l)Msin.'N* p o • Jntervk**' I 

l:a i iV. th. o r • a f.e* couth: i 

Hint his !. u* »:oi In* pit dlslt* d. hi’ 

rcsmt.vl r. • r *-dl» *»f t!vc ?.L . 

expres:.e«i Mi • ' I ta d I’.e » 

netlv nr r mi w;. . invul 
p«.d .nan; 1 1** :•»: * who I '*•* ’ ‘ 



.1 lh»* ^ e:f«'>, I.IC B t'.-i. 

non. e ha a m •• and the v * 

i f .yet’o nil *!, 

;o ♦ t* : "-V - ' 
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